UM\u27s New York connection benefits artists by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
10-28-1982 
UM's New York connection benefits artists 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM's New York connection benefits 
artists" (1982). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 7884. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/7884 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
/^University yi^ of Montana




dailies + h.t. + 
w/pi x
UM'S NEW YORK CONNECTION 
BENEFITS ARTISTS




Initiation into the international art world made for a memorable summer for 
six University of Montana students who took part in an experiment that Sister 
Kathryn Martin, dean of the School of Fine Arts, hopes will become a tradition.
From July 14 to Aug. 16, the students, along with some of their professors, 
were involved in the UM's New York City Summer Studio Program, headquartered in 
a loft in Manhattan's garment district.
The dean said the program was undertaken jointly by UM, Eastern Illinois 
College and the University of Southern Mississippi. The schools shared the cost 
of leasing studio space from the Ontario School of Art, each using the space for 
part of the summer.
Although the students benefited immensely, Martin said the primary purpose 
of the project was to give faculty members the professional contacts and 
experiences essential to keeping their own creative work and teaching fresh and 
vi tal.
"But the students gained at least as much as the faculty," the dean said.




Dennis Voss, assistant professor of art, coordinated the UM program.
Colleagues from the School of Fine Arts who participated include Don Bunse and 
Lynda Ross of the art faculty, Randy Bolton of the drama faculty, and Mark and 
Ella Magruder of the dance faculty. Bolton and the Magruders presented performances 
at the studio for audiences sprinkled with alums, who had heard about the UM 
presence on the New York art scene.
Voss said the studio's 6,000 square feet of space, which included a wood­
working shop and a darkroom, allowed ample room for the half-dozen students in 
the program to work on diverse projects. The students and the faculty all 
produced and exhibited a great deal of artwork, he said.
The students, who earned academic credit, visited and reported on museum 
exhibitions and took in many gallery shows and other cultural events.
The some 50 art shows on their agenda included "The New York School," an 
exhibition at the Guggenheim Museum, and the "Permanent Collections' at the 
Whitney Museum of American Art. "Here," said Voss, "the students could walk up 
to a Jackson Pollock painting and discover the ever-lingering energy of a great 
painter and a great painting."
Well-known artists shared their insights and knowledge with the UM group in 
frequent forums at the studio. Some who took part are Julius Tobias, a sculptor 
of international reputation; William Shepherd, actor and director; Wes Mills and 
Dana Heath, painters; and Robert Wilcox, chairman of speech communication and
theater arts at Blackburn College, Carlingvilie, 111.
Among others who turned up for stimulating studio sessions were painter Beth 
Reuter and actors Tom Gebbie and J.P. Moholt, former students in the UM School
of Fine Arts, who have made good in New York.
Voss said the program was a huge success for faculty and students alike
because it connected them to the largest art center in the world.
(more)
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"The greatest single feature of the program for all of us from the 
University of Montana seemed to be the warmth which New York City extends to 
the concept of being an artist," Voss said. "The contemporary artist is 
celebrated as an important contributor to society."
If the program afforded reinforcement and revitalization to the faculty 
participants, it also gave confidence and inspiration to the students.
One of them, Joyce Centofanti, commented, "I no longer have a fear of the 
vast New York art world because I was part of it. In New York you feel good 
about your role as an artist because almost everyone around you is in some way 
involved in the arts--as actor, musician, dancer, visual artist or critic."
Centofanti, a graduate student in ceramics, sculpture and performance, is 
from Redondo Beach, Calif.
The other students in the program are A. Nevin Mercede, Berkeley, Calif.; 
Nanda D'Agostino Schatz, formerly of Trenton and Princeton, N. J .; William 
Brinkman, Aurora, 111.; Sarah Craige, Efland, N.C.; and Meredyth Whiting, formerly 
of Miami and Fort Lauderdale, Fla. All but Whiting are graduate students.
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